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Fundraising 
Due to COVID-19, we had no 
camper fees coming in 2020, 
but we need to pay the bills. 

Can you help us? You can 
donate online at... 

 www.camplau-ren.com  
(look for the “to donate” tab) 

or send a cheque  
to Camp Lau-Ren Treasurer, 

Box 1670, Deep River 
 ON K0J 1P0 

Thank you! Tax receipt issued 
upon request.

THE ROCK 
       Camp Lau-Ren’s Newsletter 

In reflecting on sixteen years as Executive 
Director of Camp Lau-Ren, Joanne Hartnett 
called 2020 “the strangest”.  Due to 
COVID-19, no residential camps could operate 
in Ontario, including Camp Lau-Ren.  Joanne 
and Ron missed interacting with summer staff, 
camp directors and leaders the most.  
Samantha Meabry was hired to provide virtual 
programming and received much positive 
feedback.
     Although there were no campers, Property 
co-chairs Norm Freedman and Bert Brisco, 
and volunteers, completed many needed 
repairs, while following public health protocols. 
Their commitment to Camp Lau-Ren is truly 
appreciated.  The Eastern Ontario Outaouais 
Regional Council, United Church Women 
groups, camper families and individuals 
donated money so that camp could continue 

to operate during 2020.  Hydro, insurance, 
taxes etc. needed to be paid.  
     The camp is planning to return to the 
running of regular weekly programs this 
summer. “We hope and pray that in 2021, 
things will return to normal and we will be 
allowed to open our camp and provide our 
campers with a summer to remember,” says 
Joanne.  
     New leaders and paid counsellors will be 
needed to help run the weekly camps. Work 
week will occur from June 7-11 and the annual 
Open House is planned for Saturday, June 19 
from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  “The full camper 
registration fee will be refunded if COVID-19 
cancels summer camp again” says Joanne.  
Executive Directors Ron and Joanne Hartnett 
can be contacted at hartnett@sympatico.ca or 
613-294-0203.

Planning For The Summer of 2021

Beach Day 2019
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Camp Lau-Ren Schedule 2021 
July 1-3 Tadpole Co-Ed Camp (6-8 years) 

July 4-10 Jr./Int. Co-Ed A (9-13 years) 
July 11-17 Jr. Co-Ed A (8-11 years) 
July 18-24 Int. Co-Ed (11-13 years) 
July 25-31 Girls’ Camp (8-12 years) 

Aug. 1-7 Jr./Int. Co-Ed B (9-13 years) 
Aug. 8-14 Sr. Co-Ed (14-15 years) 

Aug. 8-14 Leaders-In-Training (L.I.T.) Co-Ed 
(15 years as of July 1, 2021) 

Aug. 15-21Jr. Co-Ed B (8-11 years) 
(Full refund if COVID-19 cancels  summer camp.)

Emma Edwards and The 
Friends of Camp Lau-Ren 

Emma Edwards (a.k.a. Snort) has filled 
many roles at Camp Lau-Ren. She 
started as a nine-year-old camper, 
moved on to becoming a counsellor, 
then a leader at various camps and 
camp director at the Girls’ Camp.  
Recently she has become the director 
of the Friends of Camp Lau-Ren.  
Emma explains that the  “Friends” 
initiative is meant to promote Camp 
Lau-Ren on digital platforms in an 
effort to enhance recruitment and 
transform the volunteer leader 
experience. Emma conceived the idea 
along with her close friend, Emily 
McKenzie (a.k.a. Hutch). As director, 
she is working to make sure that the 
first year of Friends is successful in 
increasing recruitment and retention 
of volunteer leaders and helping 
camp directors run successful camps. 

Over the years, she has fallen more in 
love with the camp and has met some 
of her closest friends there. “Now as 
an adult, camp is my escape from fast-
paced everyday life.” Emma hopes she 
can spread the word about the many 
benefits of attending camp as a child 
or adult. She says, “Camp truly is my 
happy place.”  She explains how she 
got her camp nickname. “My camp 
nickname is Snort because I snort 
when I laugh, and I always laugh the 
most at camp.” 

Emma outside the Juby Dining Hall
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