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Rowan’s 
Garden 

Over the past couple of years, 
Rowan McKenzie has raised  
$500 for Camp Lau-Ren by 
planting, tending and 
harvesting a vegetable garden 
and donating a portion of the 
proceeds to the Camp.  He 
says the garden has grown to 
about 3,000 square feet in 
size.  His crop has included 
beets, carrots, greens, 
tomatoes, and squash that 
were sold at the Ottawa 
Farmers’ Market.  Since the 
pandemic hit, he has sold mostly 
to local customers in the Perth area.  

His donation has been received by 
Camp Lau-Ren with much appreciation. 
The camp’s showers and septic system 
are in need of a major upgrade. 

Rowan and his brother found out about 
Camp Lau-Ren at St. Paul’s United 
Church in Perth. He is a veteran camper 
and has attended camps at Lau-Ren 
ranging from the Tadpole Camp to 
Intermediate camps.

Twelve-year-old Rowan wanted to give 
back to Camp Lau-Ren because it’s his 
favourite camp and he also wanted to 
support all the volunteers who help run 
the camp. Why does he think camper 
showers are a good idea? “I really like 
the idea of being able to shower during 
our week at camp because we can get 
pretty dirty during our fun.”

Rowan was sad to miss camp last 
summer, especially his favourite meal, 
the reverse meal when campers enjoy 
ice cream for the main course and pizza 
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for dessert.  Rowan also missed some 
favourite activities like beach time, 
playing capture the flag, relaxing in his 
cabin and singing One Tin Soldier 
around the campfire.

While Rowan awaits the return of 
summer camp, he plans to double the 
size of his garden this year and hopes to 
reach a wider range of customers in his 
efforts to raise funds for camper 
showers.  He says, “I would like to thank 
everyone who runs, operates and 
contributes to Camp.” Camp Lau-Ren 
thanks Rowan for his incredible 
generosity and contributions to the 
camper shower fund.  

Anyone wishing to join Rowan in 
donating may do so by visiting 
www.camplau-ren.com. Look for the 
“donate” tab.  You can also send a 
cheque to Treasurer, Camp Lau-Ren 
P.O. Box 1670 Deep River, ON           

K0J 1P0.  Tax 
receipts are 
available upon 
request. Thank 
you. 
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Camp Closes For 2021 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has forced 
the Camp Lau-Ren Board to make the 
difficult decision to close the camp for a 
second year in a row.   

Executive Director Joanne Hartnett 
explained that there were many things to 
consider before making the decision. If 
summer camp were to run, more staff would 
need to be hired to ensure COVID protocols 
were followed as well as to do more cleaning. 
The number of campers allowed in cabins 
would have been reduced to less than half 
the normal number. Masks would need to be 
worn throughout the day along with physical 
distancing in all activities. Meals would need 
to be served in staggered shifts.  Campers 
would need to stay in their cabin groups with 
no mixing with other campers.  There would 
be no singing and no raft at the beach. The 
camper experience would be diminished.  

The camp will lose money by closing but the 
financial hit would be much greater if the 
camp opened with increased COVID 
expenses and reduced camper numbers. The 
cost of running a camp would increase even 
more if there was a breakout and the camp 
had to close for two weeks, losing more 
money due to lost camper fees.  There is also 
the question of whether a United Church 
Camp should run and risk exposing campers 
and staff to the virus. The Executive 
Directors pointed out that currently, only a 
small percentage of the population is 
vaccinated against COVID-19. Not nearly 
enough people are protected from the virus 
by immunization to open the camp. 

It is the sincere hope of the Camp Lau-Ren 
Board that next year at this time, we will be 
making big plans for a joyous return to 
Camp Lau-Ren to help celebrate 70 years of 
summer camp around Camp Lau-Ren’s 
Rock. 

Rowan relaxes by the 
campfire pit near the 

Rock at Camp Lau-Ren 
in 2019. 
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