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A Christmas Campfire 
Fundraiser! 

Friday, December 10 @ 6:30 PM 

Kinsey Maxwell has missed Camp Lau-
Ren for the past couple of summers. 
Camp was a huge 
part of her childhood 
and she knew that 
campers were 
missing summer 
camp too.  One of 
her favourite parts of 
Camp is campfire. 
Kinsey came up with 
the idea of having a 
virtual campfire so 
that campers and 
their families can 
experience the fun of 
campfire and also, to 
help raise much-
needed funds for 
Camp Lau-Ren.   

Her years at Camp Lau-Ren as a camper, 
volunteer and camp counsellor have 
turned her into a great supporter of Lau-
Ren.  What does Camp Lau-Ren mean to 
her?   

“Camp Lau-Ren to me means friendship.  
I have formed relationships at Camp that  

have lasted over a decade, and I’m sure 
will last long into the future. Camp Lau- 
Ren has taught me a lot about friendship, 
kindness, patience and community” 

A Christmas 
Campfire can be 
viewed via Zoom and 
be hosted by  
Friends of Camp 
Lau-Ren.   The first 
half will be a family-
friendly Camp Lau-
Ren campfire. The 
second half will be 
lively Christmas 
music featuring local 
musicians including 
Gate 47 from 
Pembroke and 
Melissa Friske from 
Renfrew.  

Help ensure Camp Lau-Ren is ready for 
campers in 2022. Purchase your ticket 
today. Tickets cost $15 and are available 
through Eventbrite. The show runs from 
6:30 - 8:30 PM on Friday December 10.  

The concert link on Zoom will be sent to 
individuals who purchase tickets through 
Eventbrite at http://www.bit.ly/2YDseJg.

Kinsey (third from left) with fellow 
counsellors who became friends, 2014. 
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Tigger’s New Hairdo 
Like many, Nikki Nel (a.k.a. “Tigger”) 
has been missing Camp Lau-Ren during 
the pandemic. Having Camp closed for 
two summers made Nikki want to do 
something to 
connect to the 
Camp Lau-Ren 
community. Her 
hair had grown 
past her shoulders 
so she thought that 
having a fundraiser 
for camp was, “a 
way to draw 
attention to Camp 
and have some fun 
along the way.” 
Starting in May, 
Nikki used Facebook 
and other social media platforms to  
advertise Tigger’s New Hairdo 
fundraiser. She encouraged people to 
donate to camp and then vote for a hair 
colour and style for Tigger. 

The day of the haircut came by mid 
summer. It took five hours to cut the 
ponytails, bleach and dye the hair 
before the final cut and style took place. 
Jaymi at Caralyns.com did the cut. 
Almost $400 was raised for Camp Lau-
Ren. 

The donated hair went to an 
organization that makes wigs for cancer 
patients. It takes donations from six to 
twelve donors to make a wig. Does Nikki 

like her new hairdo?  “I love it!!!! I love 
the colours. I love how light it feels. I 
love the style. I especially love the 
purple peek-a-boo of the undercut.”

Nikki first came 
to Camp Lau-
Ren in 1988 as a 
junior counsellor. 
Through the 
years she has  
evolved from 
junior counsellor 
to counsellor, 
leader and camp 
director. Camp is 

one of her 
favourite places 

and she has made 
life-long friendships there.  

She taught in South Korea for ten years 
and came home every summer to spend 
a week at Camp. “I have both been 
mentored and mentored others at this 
love and spirit-filled place.  The 
friendships and memories made by 
children every summer are reasons to 
consider donating to Camp Lau-Ren.”

It’s not too late to donate to Camp Lau-
Ren. Donations can be made at 
www.camplau-ren.com, look for the 
“donate” tab. Cheques can be sent to 
Treasurer Camp Lau-Ren, P.O. Box 
1670, Deep River, ON K0J 1P0. 
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Nikki before and after the hair cut and style. 
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2022 CAMP LAU-REN SCHEDULE  
ages as of Dec. 31, 2022 

June 30-July 2 Tadpole Co-Ed Camp (6-8 years) 
July 3-July 9 Jr./Int. Co-Ed (9-13 years) 
July 10-July 16 Jr. Co-Ed A (8-11 years) 

July 17-23 Int. Co-Ed (11-13 years) 
July 24-30 Girls’ Camp (8-12 years) 

July 31-Aug. 6 Jr./Int. Co-Ed B (9-13 years) 
Aug. 7-13 Jr. Co-Ed B (8-11 years) 
Aug. 14-20 Sr. Co-Ed (14-15 years) 

Aug. 14-20 Leader-In-Training (LIT) Co-Ed (15 as of July 1, 2022) 

Register online at www.camplau-ren.com.  

Join us at our Annual Open House on Saturday, June 18, 2022 from  
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  

Visit the Camp and discover what we have to offer! 

Open House 2021 

Saturday September 4 arrived bright 
and sunny, just like the volunteers who 
came to the Camp Lau-Ren site to host 
the annual Open House. Some 
volunteers had not been to Camp for 
two years, because of the pandemic. 
The outside event was open to 
interested future campers and their 
families with COVID protocols in place.     

Three-month-old Oliver visited Camp 
Lau-Ren for the first time with his mom, 
Emily. Other future campers visited with 
parents and grandparents. Attendance 
was lighter than other years but, “It was 
a beautiful day and it was wonderful to 
see people on site again!” observed 
Executive Director Joanne Hartnett. 
Plans are already underway for 2022, 
the camps are scheduled and campers  

 can register online now at 
www.camplau-ren.com.  

The next Open House is planned for 
Saturday June 18, 2022, from 11:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM and will launch the joyous 
return of campers, volunteers and 
summer staff to Camp Lau-Ren. See 
you there! 

Oliver and his mom, Emily. 
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Camp Lau-Ren Spotlight - Holly Burns 
Many of Camp Lau-Ren’s current volunteer leaders, camp 
directors and Board members have long personal histories 
with the Camp. Holly Burns is an exception. She applied to 
be a Board member after being encouraged to by Lau-
Ren’s Executive Director, who is also a friend.  

Holly has been on the Board for only a few years but has 
been involved in a number of initiatives.  She regularly 
reviews policies for the Executive Directors, steps in as 
Board Secretary when needed, helps out at Open Houses, 
helped to start Friends Of Camp Lau-Ren and is the 
Camp’s Privacy Officer.  

Holly did not have time to volunteer when she was 
working full time and raising a family. She is now in a 
position to volunteer and she feels it is her responsibility as a community member to 
use her skills and experience to help out a worthwhile organization. Camp Lau-Ren is 
fortunate to have her. Holly is willing to help with any task that needs to be done to 
ensure the Camp re-opens in 2022.  

Although she never attended Camp Lau-Ren, she has fond memories of a favourite 
uncle who used to help out with carpentry projects at another camp.  This uncle 
always spoke very highly of the camp and its volunteers and workers.  

She believes Camp is particularly relevant now. “I think Camp is an excellent 
opportunity for children to have fun in the outdoors 
and for many of them, gain their first experience with 
independence.” 

If you would like to find out more about helping out 
the Camp Lau-Ren Board, contact Executive Director 
Joanne Hartnett at hartnett@sympatico.ca.  The 
Board is especially interested in people with a 
background in law and fundraising.  
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