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Executive Directors
retire
After eighteen years as Executive Directors, Ron
and Joanne Hartnett are retiring from the
responsibility of the overall planning and
operation of Camp Lau-Ren throughout the year.
They recently took time to answer some
questions about their experience and what
comes next for them.
Q. Why are you retiring now? How does it
feel to be nearing retirement?
A. We told the Board that we would stay on to
get the camp up and running after two years of
being closed. We thought that the new ED
would have enough to learn without having to
attempt to open the camp after this two-year
closure. It is bittersweet, knowing that our time will
be up at the end of December. However, we rmly
believe that it is time for someone new to take on
the role of ED and lead the camp into the future. It
is time for new ideas and new ways of doing things.
Q. What were your greatest accomplishments?
What were the greatest challenges?
A. We constantly strived to ensure that the camp
was well maintained and also that capital
improvements were done. We cannot thank the
Property Committee enough, especially the Chairs,
Bert Brisco and Norm Freedman and formerly,
Renton Patterson, for ensuring that our wishes
became reality. There have been many
improvements under our watch. The following are

Joanne and Ron Hartnett seated by the Rock.
just a few of the major projects that were
completed while we were ED’s: washroom and
renovation in the in rmary, Smyth lounge
renovation, washroom and staff lounge added to
Forrest Motel, new beach hut, renovation of Juby
Dining Hall and the new gazebo.
Our greatest challenge was staf ng the camp. It is
becoming harder and harder to hire summer staff,
especially counsellors, cooks and lifeguards. Also,
nding volunteer Leaders and Camp Directors.
Q. What will you miss?
A. We will miss the fantastic staff, both volunteer
and paid that we have had the honour of working
with. We have made many friendships over the
years. (Continued on next page)
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Executive Directors retire (from page 1)
Q. What is next for you two, personally? Will you
have any involvement with Camp Lau-Ren in the
future?
A. We are looking forward to the rst summer in
nineteen years where we can travel and enjoy the
summer. We plan on doing some camping and
playing golf. We also hope to have more time to
spend with our grandchildren without the constant
worry of camp to get in the way.
We are going to help train the new ED in
December. We have not decided if we will play a

Camper’s Corner
Asher and Elliot attended
the Tadpole Camp for the
rst time this summer.
They describe their
experience as “absolutely
great, awesome and
exciting!”
Elliot says, "My favourite
activity was archery,
favourite food was pizza,
favourite song was the
Boa Constrictor one and
favourite memory was
canoeing."

future role in the life of Camp Lau-Ren, but we will
always be just a phone call or email away for any
and all of our camp family.
It has been a privilege and an honour to be
allowed to act as ED’s for the camp. We rmly
believe that everyone should give back to their
community. We have been blessed with meeting
many individuals, whose paths we probably
wouldn’t have crossed, if not for Camp Lau-Ren.
We thank the Board for having the con dence in us
and allowing us to dream dreams for the camp.
We wish all the best to our camp family, especially
the new ED!

Asher’s not sure about coming back for a
week-long camp as that is a long time
away from home. “But
next summer is pretty
far away so I might.”

Elliot says, "YES
PLEASE! Next year I'm
old enough for a week
long camp and I can't
wait! It was nice to
FINALLY be able to go
to camp after waiting
for 2 years! It was
everything I expected
it to be: fun, exciting
Brothers Asher and Elliot
and cool!" Asher’s
advice to new
Asher’s favourite activity
campers is, “If anyone isn't sure about
was archery too. "I liked singing Puff the
going to a summer camp, Camp Lau-Ren
Magic Dragon around the camp re and
is a great place to start!”
my favourite memory is hitting the target
during archery!"
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Camp Lau-Ren merchandise
available!
Here is a way to keep connected to
Camp Lau-Ren. Visit our Camp
Store and purchase a T-shirt or
sweatshirt for your camper.
Merchandise is available in adult
sizes too. Go to www.camplauren.com and look under the
Camp Store tab.

What: Camp Lau-Ren Christmas Craft Sale
When : Saturday, November 26, 2022
Where: RCAF 433 Champlain Wing
164 Argyle St. South
Renfrew, Ontario
Time: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

All proceeds to Camp Lau-Ren
Contact: David Forrest 613-281-4687
10 km West of Deep River ON
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