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Steve McCulloch is the 
new Executive 
Director  
On Dec. 1, 2022, Steve McCulloch became 
Camp Lau-Ren’s new Executive Director.   
Steve has been chosen to 
fulfill this important 
position and will oversee 
the overall planning and 
operation of the Camp 
throughout the year.  He 
started work at Camp Lau-
Ren in the 1990s as a 
counsellor and was 
eventually hired on as 
summer staff.  Steve has 
been a camp director since 
1997 and joined the Camp 
Lau-Ren Board in 2009.  
For the last nine years he 
has served as Chair of the 
Board. “I’m looking 
forward to being at Camp 
even more as Executive Director,” he says. 

He credits retiring Executive Directors, Ron 
and Joanne Hartnett, for the constant 
improvements at Camp Lau-Ren over the 

past 18 years.  Steve has some future goals 
for the Camp but will spend his first  
year learning the ropes of the new job.  He 
would love to see camper numbers 
continue to grow in 2023. 

“My biggest challenge is becoming 
familiar with all that this new job entails.”
He believes that Camp Lau-Ren needs to 

remain a welcoming place 
for everyone and that a 
sense of community will 
continue to be built at 
camp. “I hope that all 
campers and staff want to 
come back each summer.” 

“Mukluck” is his Camp 
nickname which comes from 
the fact that some people 
had difficulty pronouncing 
his last name “McCulloch” 
so they called him 
“Mukluck”.  His favourite 
camp food is chicken pot pie 
and he loves canoeing and 
sitting around the campfire 

enjoying songs and skits. Steve was 
grateful to be back at Camp Lau-Ren in 
2022 after the Camp had to close for two 
years due to COVID-19.                                   
(cont’d on p. 2)                                

Steve McCulloch at  
Camp Lau-Ren. 
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Did you know…? 

• Camp Lau-Ren’s annual Open 
House is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 10, 2023 from 
11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Plan to 
visit the Camp and see what 
we have to offer! 

• Camp Lau-Ren is a not-for-
profit camp and is accredited 
by the United Church of 
Canada and the Ontario 
Camps Association.  We try to 
keep camper fees low.  If you 
are able to, please donate to 
Camp Lau-Ren to help give 
kids the summer experience 
of a lifetime.  You can donate 
online with a credit card at 
www.camplau-ren.com, look 
for the Donate tab.  Or you 
can write a cheque and mail it 
to Treasurer, Camp Lau-Ren, 
P.O. Box 1670 Deep River 
ON K0J 1P0.  Thank you. 

• A limited financial subsidy is 
available for those who need 
help.  To apply for a subsidy, 
contact our Executive Director 
at 

• ExecutiveDirector@camplau-
ren.rocks 

New Executive Director (cont’d from page 1) 

Steve says he has been helped by many people at 
Camp Lau-Ren over the years.  Jay McLaren, Len 
Norlock, Gail Bolton and Joanne and Ron Hartnett are 
his mentors.  He believes that Camp Lau-Ren is in 
great shape today, due to the efforts of many people 
over the past seventy years.  The new Executive 
Director intends to honour this history and work hard 
to create a great summer experience for campers in 
2023 and beyond.  “It is an honour and a privilege to 
be the next Executive Director.”  

Camp Lau-Ren 2023 
Summer Camp Schedule 

(ages as of Dec. 31, 2023) 

Tadpole Co-Ed (6-8 years) June 29-July 1 
Int. Co-Ed A (11-13 years) July 2-7 

Jr./Int. Co-Ed A (9-13 years) July 9-14 
Jr. Co-Ed (8-11 years) July 16-21 

Girls’ Camp (8-12 years) July 23-28 
Int. Co-Ed B (11-13 years) July 30 - Aug. 4 

Jr./Int. Co-Ed B (9-13 years) Aug. 6-11 
Sr. Co-Ed (14-15 years) Aug. 13-18 

Leader-In-Training (LIT) Co-Ed  
(15 years as of July 1, 2023) Aug. 13-18 

Register online at www.camplau-ren.com 
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This past summer, Intermediate Co-Ed camp 
directors Jennifer McLaren and Nikki Nel 
mixed up the designation of boys’ and girls’ 
cabins.  Historically there has been a girls’  
side and a boys’ side at Camp Lau-Ren.  This 
year at the July Int. Co-Ed A Camp, two cabins 
were designated as female and one male on 
the East side.  On the West side, two cabins 
were male and one 
cabin was female.   

The washrooms on each 
side were designated 
gender neutral.  At the 
start, Jennifer says that 
campers defaulted to a 
girls’ or a boys’ side of 
each washroom 
building.  After a while, 
campers were heard 
telling each other, “It’s 
okay, this bathroom is for 
everyone.” 

Jennifer and Nikki reminded campers that 
they needed to be welcoming to everyone. It 
seemed to work.  A couple of the counsellors 
approached them to say they appreciated the 
change. During bedtime routine, boys and 
girls were brushing their teeth together. 

Why mix up the boys’ and girls’ cabins and 
designate washrooms as gender-neutral?   
Nikki and Jennifer felt this was an important 
shift towards making Camp Lau-Ren a more 
inclusive environment for non-binary (non-
binary people have a gender identity that does 

not fit into the male/female binary) and 
transgender campers and staff.  

“We are trying to establish a new comfort 
level,” says Jennifer.  She thinks some parents 
with non-binary or transgender children 
would be more inclined to send their kids if 
they knew this was a possibility.  

In fact, it was the hiring of two 
counsellors that identified as 
non-binary that pushed 
Jennifer and Nikki forward 
with this initiative. “Our Camp 
family is widely diverse with 
members of the LGBTQ2S+ 
community,” Jennifer says.   

One former counsellor has 
since come out as 
transgender.  They 
commented that if 
washrooms had been gender 

neutral when they were at Camp, it would 
have brought them a lot of comfort when they 
were younger and not yet out.  Bathrooms are 
one of the most difficult obstacles for trans 
youth. 

“Given the percentage of trans and non-binary 
people who are out in the general public and 
the number of people we have pass through 
Camp each year, we can be sure there are 
many other campers and staff over the years 
who have needed a safe place to express their 
true gender,” says Jennifer. “I hope we can 
continue to make these important changes to 
make Camp Lau-Ren a safe place for all.” 

Making Camp Lau-Ren More Inclusive

Camp Directors Nikki Nel and 
Jennifer McLaren
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